
the wings of angels

the giving tree

A unique program eliminates the barriers between patients and the
medical care they need, no matter how far away.
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Every parent's prayer at the birth of child is
for perfect health. When Lesle and Chris
Groves learned their daughter Josie had
been born with a rare skull deformity, those
prayers took on a fresh intensity. Without
intervention, Josie would face mental retar-
dation and possible death.

As the Groves agonized, Lesle's sister
went into action, researching the Internet
for information about treatment options.
Her discovery was the first in what Lesle
has called a series of miraculous events. A
University of Missouri surgical team had
recently developed a new endoscopic pro-
cedure for infants. Drawing on their faith,
the family made plans for a trip to Missouri,
even though they had no resources for air
travel. A few weeks before the surgery was
scheduled, the Groves received a call from
the surgeons' nurse. She had learned about
a charitable flying organization called
Angel Flight.

"Within a few days," Lesle remembers,
"we were given such peace of mind know-
ing that even though we didn't have the
money to get Josie to the hospital, there
were still compassionate people in the
world that care enough to put aside their
lives for hours or even a day at a time to fly
our baby to a life-saving surgery."

Three month-old Josie was flown to the
University of Missouri Medical Center
Columbia by volunteer pilots over the next
two years. By then, she had earned
"Frequent Flyer" status with Angel Flight
mission control.

There are no distant places any longer:
the world is small and the world is one.



the giving

A UNIQUE MISSION

The Angel Flight Mission Statement, "Removing transportation as
an obstacle to accessing medical and compassionate care," means
that the organization will do whatever it takes to get people to the
care they need, even if it requires donating the cost of a commer-
cial ticket. Patients must be ambulatory, require non-local treat-
ment, and have a documented financial need. Acceptance for a
mission is at the discretion of Angel Flight.

In addition to transporting people with urgent medical needs,
volunteer pilots will even fly family members to be with loved
ones in time of crisis, carry human organs for transplant, move
battered women and their children to safety, and ferry supplies
and personnel to disaster scenes. Because love of flying and love
of humanity are inexplicably intertwined for these pilots, they
bear one-hundred percent of fuel and maintenance expenses for
their own aircraft

David Wood had just completed his 17th mission when we
talked. His voice was deep, warm, and gentle as he spoke. Before
he knew anything about Angel Flight, Wood and his wife Sidney
had been regularly assisting a fellow church member with a brain
tumor-flying her back and forth to Duke University for treat-
ment whenever necessary. Knowing how much the two enjoyed
being of service to others, Wood's mother, who had recently read
about Angel Flight, suggested he sign up as a volunteer pilot.

The Woods have set a personal goal of at least one Angel
Flight a month-it's something they especially like doing togeth-
er. For him, Angel Flight is "one of the neatest things I've ever been
involved with. My son and son-in-law just got their licenses about
a year ago, so we've got another crew coming up."

Kate Nielsen, president of
The Community Foundation
of Greater Birmingham, and
Sandy Killion,senior program
officer for the organization,
have helped Angel Flight's
corporate support take off.

A NETWORK OF SUPPORT

Angel Flight currently has a roster of about twenty-five pilots
based in the greater Birmingham area. There are over forty local
ground volunteers known as Earth Angels doing everything from
local pilot coordination to fund raising, public relations, and cler-
ical work.

Angel Flight receives no government funding, and is totally
supported by charitable donations and individual volunteer
efforts. Russ Buchanan, one of the pilots who flew Josie and her
mother on return trips to Columbia in 2001, took on the initial
fundraising for the fledgling chapter. Knocking on corporate
doors, he gathered increasing support to cover the costs of admin-
istration and local mission coordination. The Community
Foundation of Greater Birmingham was Angel Flight's first major
sponsor, and helped to give the organization the credibility that
paved the way for others to give.

Other major contributing Angels in the greater Birmingham
area include AmSouth Bank-Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust, EI
Paso Corporation-Southern Natural Gas, the Joseph S. Bruno
Charitable Foundation, EDS and Jefferson County Medical
Alliance Health Projects. Mercury Air Center and JetSouth at
Birmingham International Airport give substantial discounts on
fuel to pilots flying Angel Flight missions. Mercury Air also
donates office and meeting space to the Birmingham chapter.

Pilots are an unusual breed of humankind. Most would rather
be in the air than on the ground at any time. Given their love of
flying, the opportunity to fly for the benefit of people in need
creates the perfect marriage of passion and compassion, the heart
of Angel Flight.

To learn more, volunteer your services, or inquire about making a donation, contact Julie Carmichael, executive director, at

907-2645; B.J. Moore, Chapter President, at bjeagle@aol.com, or call the Angel Flight Mission Hotline 1-800-352-4256.
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